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 INTRODUCTION 1.0

 This document (Document Ref. 9.7) has been prepared on behalf of Eggborough Power Limited 1.1
(‘EPL’ or the ‘Applicant’) in respect of its application (the 'Application') for a Development Consent 
Order (a 'DCO') for the Eggborough CCGT Project (the ‘Proposed Development’).  The Application 
was submitted to the Secretary of State (the ‘SoS’) for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on 
30 May 2017 and was accepted for examination on 27 June 2017. 

 The Proposed Development comprises the construction, operation and maintenance of a new 1.2
gas-fired electricity generating station with a gross output capacity of up to 2,500 megawatts 
(‘MW’), including electrical and water connections, a new gas supply pipeline and other 
associated development, on land at and in the vicinity of the existing Eggborough coal-fired 
power station, near Selby, North Yorkshire.  

 A DCO is required for the Proposed Development as it falls within the definition and thresholds 1.3
for a 'Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project' (a 'NSIP') under Sections 14 and 15(2) of The 
Planning Act 2008 (the ‘PA 2008’).  The DCO, if made by the SoS, would be known as the 
'Eggborough CCGT (Generating Station) Order' (the 'Order').   

 At the Issue Specific Hearing (‘ISH’) on Environmental Matters held on 22 November 2017, the 1.4
Examining Authority (‘ExA’) requested that the Applicant review the position in relation to the 
future demolition of the existing Eggborough coal-fired power station (the ‘existing coal-fired 
power station’) and consider inserting a new schedule within the draft DCO (Document Ref. 2.1), 
which requires a demolition scheme to be agreed with the relevant planning authority prior to 
commencement of the Proposed Development.   

 That request is set out as Action 6 in the ‘Hearing Actions Points’ document issued by the Planning 1.5
Inspectorate (‘PINS’) following the ISH on Environmental Matters.    Action 6 states: 

“In relation to the existing power station, review the position with a view to inserting a Schedule 
into the DCO which requires a demolition scheme to be agreed prior to commencement of the 
CCGT.”    

 This document provides the Applicant’s response to the ExA’s request.  The document has been 1.6
submitted for Deadline 3 of the Examination. 
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 APPLICANT'S APPROACH TO DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING COAL-FIRED 2.0
POWER STATION 

 The Applicant explained at the ISH on 22 November 2017 the reasons that the draft DCO does not 2.1
contain provisions securing the demolition of the existing coal-fired power station.  The Applicant 
recognises that the ExA may recommend to the Secretary of State that such provisions are 
included in the DCO and that the Secretary of State may agree with such a recommendation.  

 How the Applicant proposes to address the matter of the demolition of the existing coal-fired 2.2
power station is set out below.   

Context 

 In considering proposals for the demolition of the existing coal-fired power station, the following 2.3
matters should be noted: 

2.3.1 The draft DCO contains an obligation on the undertaker (in the form of Requirement 4 
at Schedule 2) to the effect that the Proposed Power Plant must not enter commercial 
use if the existing coal-fired power station has not ceased to generate electricity. 

2.3.2 Demolition of the existing coal-fired power station does not require environmental 
assessment. EPL has obtained an Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) Screening 
Opinion (Ref. 2017/0003/SCN) from the relevant planning authority, Selby District 
Council ('SDC'), which confirms that the demolition activities are not EIA development. 

2.3.3 Demolition of the existing coal-fired power station can therefore be undertaken using 
the permitted development rights set out at Part 11 of the GPDO 2015. However, the 
method of demolition and any proposed restoration of the site of the existing coal-fired 
power station may need prior approval from SDC under Part 11. EPL is applying to SDC 
for a determination as to whether its prior approval will be required. 

2.3.4 EPL therefore does not need to apply for planning permission for demolition of the 
existing coal-fired power station.  

2.3.5 Removal of the Flue Gas Desulphurisation units within the existing coal-fired power 
station is governed by conditions 53 and 54 of the consent granted under Section 36 of 
the Electricity Act 1989 which authorised their construction in 2001 (a copy of both the 
existing coal-fired power station's consent (dated 1961) and the Flue Gas 
Desulphurisation consent are provided at Appendices 1 and 2).  

2.3.6 The National Grid (‘NG’) substation and the pylons and overhead cables associated with 
the NG transmission network are owned and operated by NG as part of the grid, and will 
remain in place to serve the Proposed Development. 

2.3.7 For the avoidance of any doubt, whilst the Sports and Social Club is part of the existing 
coal-fired power station, EPL are not proposing that its demolition would be required 
through the mechanism explained below.  
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 The ExA has asked the Applicant to consider inserting a Schedule into the DCO which requires a 2.4
demolition scheme to be agreed prior to commencement of the CCGT. 

 At the ISH on Environmental Matters on 22 November 2017, the Applicant explained that the 2.5
Proposed Development and the demolition of the existing coal-fired power station are two 
distinct projects. The Applicant also outlined a number of implications for the delivery of the 
Proposed Development of requiring the demolition of the existing coal-fired power station.  
Taking into account those matters and having considered the ExA's suggestion of inserting a 
Schedule into the DCO which addresses this matter, the Applicant takes the view that it would be 
more appropriate to provide for the demolition of the existing coal-fired power station through a 
planning obligation.  

 Similarly, and in light of the commitments proposed below, the Applicant does not consider it is 2.6
necessary for a demolition scheme to be agreed prior to commencement of the Proposed 
Development.  

Proposed Planning Agreement 

 The Applicant therefore proposes that certain obligations relating to the demolition of the 2.7
existing coal-fired power station would be contained in a planning agreement, which would bind 
the site of the existing coal-fired power station.  

 Subject to the matters set out below, that agreement would provide that:  2.8

2.8.1 if prior approval is needed for demolition under Part 11 of the GPDO 2015, there would 
be an obligation to apply for it within 2 years of the Proposed Power Plant entering 
commercial operation; and 

2.8.2 demolition of the existing coal-fired power station would be completed within 5 years of 
receiving prior approval or, if that is not needed, within 7 years of first commercial 
operation of the Proposed Power Plant. 

 These periods reflect the timescales that may be required to carry out all the activities to give 2.9
effect to the demolition of the existing coal-fired power station. The 2 year period allows time for 
prior approval submissions to be worked up, having first sought tenders from demolition 
contractors and appointed one of them, who will then need to design the complex 
decommissioning and demolition works in detail.  

 The 5 year period allows time for the full works of decommissioning and demolition to take place, 2.10
including allowing for appropriate contingency to take account of the complex nature of the 
works – in particular, the presence of the adjacent Proposed Power Plant (either under 
construction or in operation) and the National Grid sub-station (in operation throughout) are 
likely to require very careful consideration and sequencing of demolition works.  

 Both periods run from the first commercial operation of the Proposed Power Plant as it is possible 2.11
that the existing coal-fired power station could operate up to just prior to that point.  

 The agreement would provide for two exceptions to the scenarios set out above. If, after the date 2.12
of the agreement, planning permission was obtained to retain or use any part of the existing coal-
fired power station, then those parts would be exempt from the obligation to demolish.  Similarly, 
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there would be no obligation to demolish any part of the existing coal-fired power station which is 
to be used for another purpose pursuant to permitted development rights. 

 The obligations in the agreement would be conditional on: 2.13

2.13.1 the DCO for the Proposed Power Plant being made;  

2.13.2 the Secretary of State determining that the provisions above satisfy Regulation 122 of 
the Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010; and 

2.13.3 the Proposed Power Plant entering commercial operation. 

 The Applicant proposes to draft a planning agreement in accordance with the above principles to 2.14
issue to the host Local Authorities for comment, and will provide an update to the ExA on these 
matters at subsequent examination deadlines.  
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